A. Trials Help Others Know the Importance of a

with God

“But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them,
and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not
have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss.
22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no
loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. 23 For there
stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom
1 serve, 24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before
Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.”
(Acts 27:21-24)

B. Trials Help Others Know the Importance of a

on God

“Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall
be even as it was told me. 26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a
certain island.” (Acts 27:25-26)

CONCLUSION

And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into
prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: 24 Who, having recetved
such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast
in the stocks. And at midnight Paul and Stlas prayed, and sang praises
unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 26 And suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and
immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed.
27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the
prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself,
supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 28 But Paul cried with a loud
voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29 Then he called for
a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and
Stlas, 30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house.” (Acts 16:23-31)

“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comjfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.”

(2 Corinthians 1:3-4,)

IT'S NOT WHAT
YOU THINIK

LESSON THREE: COUNT TRIALS A JOY

‘James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes
which are scattered abroad, greeting. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when
ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith
worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him.” (James 1:1-5)

1. The Up Storm:
Trials Give Opportunity for Me to Grow

A. Trials Grow Me in

“Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittas,
saying, 2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it;
Jor their wickedness is come up before me. 3 But Jonah rose up to
Slee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down
to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid
the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. But the Lord sent out a
great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the
sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5 Then the mariners
were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth
the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them.
But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay,
and was fast asleep.” (Jonah 1:1-5)

“Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why
hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the
presence of the Lord, because he had told them. 11 Then said
they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be
calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. 12 And
he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea;
so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake



this great tempest is upon you. 15 So they took up Jonah, and
cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.”
(Jonah 1:10-12, 15)

B. Trials Grow Me in

“Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.
And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights.” (Jonah 1:17)

“Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s
belly, 2 And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the
Lord, and he heard me; Out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou
heardest my voice. For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the
midst of the seas; And the floods compassed me about: All thy
billows and thy waves passed over me. 4 Then I said, I am cast
out of thy sight; Yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.
9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I
will pay that I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord.”
(Jonah 2:1-4, 9)

And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon
the dry land.” (Jonah 2:10)

“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his
compassions_ fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy
JSaithfulness.” (Lamentations 2:22-23)

2. The Up Storm: Trials
Give Opportunity for God to Show

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let
us pass over unto the other side. 36 And when they had sent away
the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there
were also with him other little ships. 37 And there arose a great storm
of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.
38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and
they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we
perish?” (Mark 4:35-38)

A. Trials Show Me That He

“...for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So
that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not
fear what man shall do unto me.” (Hebrews 13:5-6)

B. Trials Show Me That He

“And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea,
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.”
(Mark 4:39)

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his
birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did
sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? 3 Jesus
answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but
that the works of God should be made manifest in him. 4 I must
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work. 5 As long as I am in the world,
I am the light of the world. 6 When he had thus spoken, he spat
on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed
the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 7 And said unto him,
Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation,
Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.”
(John 9:1-7)

“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and
mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

3. The Up Storm: Trials

Give Opportunity for Others to Know

“Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now
dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished
them, 10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will
be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but
also of our lives. 11 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master
and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken
by Paul. 14 But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous
wind, called Euroclydon. 15 And when the ship was caught, and
could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive. 16 And running
under a certain tsland which is called Clauda, we had much work
to come by the boat: 17 Which when they had taken up, they used
helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into
the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven. 18 And we being
exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened the
ship; 19 And the third day we cast out with our own hands the
tackling of the ship. 20 And when neither sun nor stars in many
days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we
should be saved was then taken away.” (Acts 27:9-11, 14-19)



