
LESSON TEN: STRENGTH COMES THROUGH WEAKNESS
“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan 
to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8 For this thing I besought 
the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, 
in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am 
weak, then am I strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:7–10)
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“And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined 
not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 
(1 Corinthians 2:1–5)

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” 
(John 15:5)

1. 	 	 																																							 —I Can’t
“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 

GOD	GIVES	SUPPLYING	GRACE

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 
good work:” (2 Corinthians 9:8)

B.	 God’s	Grace	Is		 	 	 											

“I will love thee, O Lord, my strength.” (Psalm 18:1)

“The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord; and in thy salvation 
how greatly shall he rejoice!” (Psalm 21:1)

“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.” (Psalm 27:14)

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in 
him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and 
with my song will I praise him.” (Psalm 28:7)

3. 	 	 																																							 —He Will

A.	 Choose	to		 	 	 											

“That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto 
his death.” (Philippians 3:10)

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world.” (Galatians 6:14)

B.	 Choose	to		 	 	 											

“By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (Romans 5:2)

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

CONCLUSION
�
�
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measure. 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me.” (2 Corinthians 12:7–8)

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls....” (Jeremiah 6:16)

A.	 Paul’s	Weakness	Was		 	 	 	 	

“Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in 
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
more frequent, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I 
forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was 
I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; 26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in 
perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness 
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that 
are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, 
and I burn not?” (2 Corinthians 11:23–29)

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

B.	 Paul’s	Weakness	Was	Sent	by		 	 	

“And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went 
forth from the presence of the Lord.” (Job 1:12)

C.	 Paul’s	Weakness	Was		 	 	 	 	

2. 	 	 																																							 —He Can
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
(Philippians 4:13)

“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness . . .” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

“Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then 
am I strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10)

A.	 God’s	Grace	Is		 	 	 											

“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus. 2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.” (2 Timothy 2:1–3)

GOD	GIVES	SAVING	GRACE

“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 8 For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:5, 8–9)

GOD	GIVES	SANCTIFYING	GRACE

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
(Titus 2:11–12)

GOD	GIVES	SERVING	GRACE

“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they 
were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 32 And 
the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 33 And 
with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.” (Acts 4:31–33)

GOD	GIVES	SUSTAINING	GRACE

“For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed 
upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly 
than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:9–10)


